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Master Cotton of South-hampton; wee were bound to the grand
Bay (which lyeth on the North-side of that Land,) purposing
there to trade then with the Savage people, (for whom we
carried sundry commodities) and to kill whales, and to make
Trayne oyle, as the Biscaines doe there yeerely in great abund-
ance. But This our intended Voyage was overthrowne, by the
indiscretion of our Captaine, and faint-heartednesse of some
Gentlemen of our Company.
Whereupon we set saile from thence, and bare with Trinity
Harbor in New-found-land: where we killed great store of Fish
Deere, Beares, Beavers, Scales, Otters, and such like, with
abundance of Sea-fowle: and so returning for England, we
arrived safe at South-hampton.
In a Voyage to that Countrey about 36. yeeres since, I had
then the command of a worthy Ship of 220. Tun, set forth by
one Master Crooke of South-hampton: At that time Sir Hum-
frey Gilbert, a Devonshire Knight, came thither with two good
Ships and a Pinnace, and brought with him a large Patent, from
the late most renowned Queene Elizabeth, and in her name
tooke possession of that Countrey, in the Harbour of S. Johns,
whereof I was an eye-witnesse. He sailed from thence towards
Virginia, and by reason of some unhappy direction in his course,
the greatest Ship he had, strucke upon Shelves, on the Coast of
Canadie, and was there lost, with most part of the company in
her: And hee himselfe being then in a small Pinnace of 20.
Tun, in the company of his Vice-Admirall, (one Captaine
Hayes) returning towards England, in a great storme, was over-
whelmed with the Seas and so perished.
127. EXTRACT FROM CAMDEN'S Annals1.
Near the same time was swallowed by the Ocean Sir Hum-
phrey Gilbert Knight, a quick and lively-spirited man, famous
for his Knowledge in matters relating both to War & Peace, in
his Return from the North part of America, which we call
New-found-land, whither he had set sail a little before with five
1 William Camden, History of.. .Princess Elisabeth (1688), p. 287. A trans-
lation from the first (Latin) edition of the Annales (1615), where this passage
appears on p. 345.